
SWT Logical Relationships & Conjunctions 

Causal Relationship Note

because I liked swimming and hiking because they were fun. Normally, don’t use a comma 
before ‘because’.

since Since Hubert is not very smart, he never experiences any fear.

so My computer crashed, so I lost all my work. Don’t change ‘so’ to ‘therefore’ or 
‘thus’.

‘So’ is a conjunction, but both 
‘therefore’ and ‘thus’ are adverbs.

Contrasts

but Mary is very popular among her classmates, but her poor 
exam scores make her teachers worried.

Don’t change ‘but’ to ‘however’ .

‘However’ is not a conjunction.

although / 
though

Although / Though Mary is very popular among her 
classmates, her poor exam scores make her teachers worried.

Addition

and Mary is very good at sports, and her classmates are very 
proud of her.

Use a comma before ‘and’ when 
“and” is acting as a conjunction 
linking two clauses.

semicolon Mary is very good at sports; her classmates are very proud of 
her.

A semicolon can link any two 
clauses.

Purpose

in order to I’ve studied very hard in order to score high in my exams.

Declarative relationship (time, place, effect, etc.)

when When it started to rain, we went inside.

while While Peter is spending a good time on television, Mary is 
practicing her piano.

where In 1963 we moved to Boston, where my grandparents lived.

which Mindfulness which is achieved by meditation techniques is 
very benefitial.

that The research result that has surprised many is undergoing 
further investigation.

Double 
commas

Huber, a young man who never fears, is not very smart.

Examples

www.apeuni.com Page  of 1 4

http://www.apeuni.com


such as This job requires various skills such as public speaking, coding 
and driving.

such as 后⾯都是接名词或者动名
词

Use a noun/nouns or a verb noun/
verb nouns after ‘such as’
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Example:


English is the world's lingua franca. the language of science, technology, business, diplomacy and 
popular culture. That probably explains why it is the world's most widely spoken language. It 
probably also explains why native English speakers are so reluctant to learn a second language. 
It's not worth the effort. 

In 2008, the European Commission carried out a survey of the European Union's 25 member 
states. The two with the lowest rates of bilingualism — defined as being able to hold a 
conversation in more than one language — were the UK and Ireland. About two-thirds of people 
in these countries speak only English. If a similar story wherever English is spoken as the mother 
tongue. Only about 25 per cent of US citizens can converse in another language. In Australia, the 
rates are even lower. 

Compare that with continental Europe, where multilingualism is the rule rather than the exception. 
More than half of EU citizens are bilingual, and not just because they live in countries like 
Luxembourg with multiple official languages. Even in France, which has only one official language 
and is immensely proud of its linguistic heritage, most people speak a second language. 

Again, that is largely down to the dominance of English. Across Europe, English is by far the most 
commonly learned language. High levels of bilingualism are not driven by a general desire to 
learn languages but a specific need to learn English. 

Key points: 

English is the world's lingua franca, the language of science, technology, business, diplomacy and 
popular culture. That probably explains why it is the world's most widely spoken language. It 
probably also explains why native English speakers are so reluctant to learn a second language. 
It's not worth the effort. 

In 2008, the European Commission carried out a survey of the European Union's 25 member 
states. The two with the lowest rates of bilingualism - defined as being able to hold a conversation 
in more than one language - were the UK and Ireland. About two-thirds of people in these 
countries speak only English. It’s a similar story wherever English is spoken as the mother tongue. 
Only about 25 per cent of US citizens can converse in another language. In Australia, the rates are 
even lower. 

Compare that with continental Europe, where multilingualism is the rule rather than the exception. 
More than half of EU citizens are bilingual, and not just because they live in countries like 
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Luxembourg with multiple official languages. Even in France, which has only one official language 
and is immensely proud of its linguistic heritage, most people speak a second language. 

Again, that is largely down to the dominance of English. Across Europe, English is by far the most 
commonly learned language. High levels of bilingualism are not driven by a general desire to 
learn languages but a specific need to learn English. 

Points: 

1. English is the world’s lingua franca / the language of many fields 

2. Two-thirds of people in UK and Ireland speak only English 

3. More than half of EU citizens are bilingual 

4. (optional) due to the specific need to learn English 

Sample Answer： 

English is the world’s lingua franca, and two-thirds of people in UK and Ireland speak only English, 
but more than half of EU citizens are bilingual because of the specific need to learn English.  

(words: 34) 

Simplified Version: ( one less point in content, but easier to guarantee grammatical correctness) 

English is the world’s lingua franca, and two-thirds of people in UK and Ireland speak only English; 
more than half of EU citizens are bilingual.  

(words: 25)
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